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NTU Hosts its First 
AI Online Program 
Every year, NTU’s Office of International Affairs 
(NTU OIA) offers short-term programs to students 
from home and abroad. In response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, educational institutions 
across the globe have turned to online instruction. 
Last year, the OIA’s Plus Academy hosted its first 
online program:“2020 AI Development and 
Application Online Program. ”NTU’s OIA invited 
six distinguished professors from a variety of 
departments to explain how AI can be integrated 
with other academic fields. The program courses 
offered information and insights into AI applications 
in engineering, agriculture, medicine, geospatial, 
human-computer interaction (HCI), and virtual reality. 

The AI online program was offered via NTU COOL, 
an online platform developed by the Digital Learning 
Center at NTU’s Center for Teaching and Learning 
Development, where students can access and 
watch pre-recorded video lectures. The participating 
professors used NTU COOL’s online quiz feature to 
measure the students’ learning results. The program 
was held from November 23 until December 6, 
2020. After completing the courses, students were 
asked to submit a short essay on a topic of their 
choice to illustrate what they found interesting during 
the program. 

Since online courses are flexible, convenient, and 
not limited by class times, classrooms, or bad 
weather, student enrollment in the 2020 program 
was 78, higher than the previous years’ enrollment. 
The online AI program attracted students from around 
the world, for example from the University of Texas, 
Stony Brook University, The University of Auckland, 
and The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong. 
High school recruits from Japan, Indonesia, The 
Philippines, Malaysia, Hong Kong, and Taiwan 
also participated in the program. To offer the 
international students a vivid impression of the NTU 
campus, the OIA uploaded videos of international 
students sharing their experiences and thoughts 
of studying at NTU and living in Taiwan. 

Keeping pace with the next-generation AI 
technology, NTU envisions expanding the 
world’s pool of AI talent by sharing Taiwan’s 
cutting-edge AI knowledge and achievements 
with students worldwide. The online program 
not only showcases NTU’s expertise in AI but 
may foster new international collaborations. 
The school anticipates that the program will 
attract global attention and encourage more 
international students to study at NTU.
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Students making introductory videos to share online. Professor Zhi-Hao Zhu of the Department of Geography 
recording an online course.

Research teams showcasing and demonstrating their 
research results.

NTU and KU hosts 
Symposium on AI & 
Smart Medicine
The NTU-KU Joint Symposium on Digital Health, 
co-hosted by National Taiwan University (NTU) 
and Kyoto University (KU), was held on December 
16, 2020. Accommodating both face-to-face and 
virtual participation, the Symposium explored 
issues in “AI & Smart Medicine for Digital Health.” 
The event was co-organized by National Taiwan 
University-Industry Liaison Office, Medical and 
Health Care, NTU SPARK, and sponsored by 
Quanta Computer. 

The Symposium included keynote lectures and 
sessions held by NTU and KU professors as well as 
experts from industry and academia. Besides 
physical posters, e-posters with recordings were 
accessible online for viewers who were not present. 
This feature allowed the virtual platform to be more 
interactive and engaging. It also facilitated discussion 
between industry and university partners. 

NTU President Chung-Ming Kuan welcomed the 
Symposium participants with his opening remarks. 
He commended the friendship between NTU and 
KU, affirming that the two universities had signed 
over 30 cooperation agreements, co-organized 
countless academic projects and exchanges, and 
explored opportunities for research collaboration in 
14 fields. He also noted the official signing of an 
MOU on strategic partnership in August 2010, which 
strengthened the relationship between NTU and KU. 

President Kuan expressed the hope that the 
symposium would spark discussions on AI technology 
and smart healthcare as well as promote friendship 
between the two universities. KU President 
Nagahiro Minato addressed the Symposium via 
video stream. He stressed the value of the strategic 
partnership between NTU and KU and expressed 
his conviction that, by joining hands, universities 
can increase their international contributions. 

In his speech, Vice President for Research and 
Development & ILO, Pai-Chi Li, stated that the 
Internet had revolutionized healthcare, adding that 
the greatest challenge in future healthcare and AI 
would be how to manage data and build open 
platforms to serve different users.

Barry Lam, Chairman of Quanta Computer, asserted 
that, as 4G had become a mature form of connectivity, 
the future trend would be 5G and 6G. 5G connectivity 
would foster the development of IoT in daily 
life, while the realization of 6G would facilitate 
smart connectivity and allow AI to perform 
operations in hospitals. In concluding, he stressed 
that, as the healthcare industry integrates 
automation and data analytics with AI computing, 
humankind would move one step closer to digital 
and smart healthcare.

During the Symposium, experts exchanged 
information and views on how digitalization could 
impact clinical practice, the healthcare system, 
assisted diagnosis, psychological diseases, 
occupational hazards, and an aging population. 
The research team of the Global Industry Platform 
of NTU System also presented their research 
results at the event.

NTU President Kuan (fourth from left), Barry Lam, Chairman of 
Quanta Computer (fifth from left) and guests from both sides 
in group photo.


