
2019 NTU Plus 
Academy Summer+ 
Programs: Connect 
with the World, Excel 
with NTU
The 2019 NTU Plus Academy Summer+ Programs 
offered 13 programs to 277 elite international students 
from over 100 top universities located in 23 countries 
around the world this past July and August. Besides 
enriching their academic knowledge, the students had 
the wonderful opportunity to develop a better 
relationship with Taiwan.

Organized by the Office of International Affairs (OIA), 
the short-term programs covered topics ranging from 
Mandarin Chinese language learning, Chinese-English 
translation, research and experimentation, arts and 
culture, business management, technology and 
engineering, natural sciences, to law and the social 
sciences. The students came from leading universities 
around the world, including the University of California, 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the 
University of British Columbia, the University of Tokyo, 
Seoul National University, Peking University, the 
University of Groningen, and the University of Sydney, 
just to name a few.

Besides coordinating the programs, the OIA was in 
charge of offering several programs, including 
“Chinese Language & Culture,” “Chinese Translation & 

Culture,” “Research & Culture,” “East Asian Studies: 
Society & Culture,” and “Exploring Taiwan: Art & 
Culture.”

Among these courses, “Research & Culture” has been 
a long-standing highlight of the Summer+ Programs. 
Every year, over 120 NTU faculty members from 11 
departments pitch in, ensuring that the students can 
choose research topics that are related to their own 
research interests and training backgrounds. Once 
accepted into the program, the students can join 
short-term research projects led by NTU professors. 
This provides an excellent opportunity for them to learn 
from the best professors and laboratories in Taiwan. 
While thus enhancing their research methodology and 
enriching their knowledge base, the students become 
acquainted with the local academia and research 
scene.

Over the course of 4-6 weeks this past summer, the 
students were immersed in Taiwan’s local customs, 
landscapes, human geography, and history through 
the academic programs, group visits, and other 
activities. Not only did they experience Taiwanese 
culture as a hybrid of traditions and modernity, they 
were impressed by the friendliness and enthusiasm of 
the Taiwanese people. Additionally, the OIA recruited 
13 student advisors from NTU who assisted with the 
planning and execution of all the program activities 
and provided practical tips and information to help the 
international students adapt to the new environment in 
Taiwan. Through these programs, the OIA hopes to 
attract more outstanding students from abroad to study 
at NTU and enhance Taiwan’s international influence 
and visibility.

NTU Summer 
Programs Open a 
World of 
Opportunities
Every year nearly 300 students from NTU spend 3-6 
weeks attending summer programs at NTU’s partner 
universities to enhance their language skills, 
experience different learning environments and 
cultures, and interact with students from diverse 
countries.

NTU’s Office of International Affairs (OIA) collaborates 
with prestigious colleges all over the world to provide 
summer programs for students every year. This year, 
the OIA offers a total of 33 programs, divided into 
three categories: summer academic programs, 
language and cultural programs, and summer 
research programs. Academic credits acquired during 
the summer programs are recognized by the school, 
further motivating students to gain international 
learning experiences and knowledge of different 
cultural and community perspectives through the 
programs.

Among the summer academic programs provided by 
NTU’s partner universities, UC Berkeley Summer 
Sessions and UBC Vancouver Summer Program are 
the ones most coveted by the students. These 
programs may be regarded as short-term student 
exchange programs, which serve as stepping stones 
for students who are serious about studying abroad in 
the future.

Stanford University, the University of Pennsylvania, 
Heidelberg University, the University of Hamburg, the 
Complutense University of Madrid, and Kwansei 
Gakuin University offer language and cultural 
programs focusing on language acquisition as well as 
visits and experiential events that are entertaining and 
educational.

NTU has also partnered with Hertford College, the 
University of Oxford to organize a special course 
targeting freshman students who are going to enroll 
after the summer. The course will allow these students 
to meet peers from different departments and classes, 
gain familiarity with the campus, and better adapt to 
college life.

This year, NTU and its partner university, the University 
of Queensland, will also be offering a course focused 
on IELTS training, aimed at boosting the students’ 
performance and their scores during the NTU 
Exchange Students Internal Screening Process in 
November.

Summer research programs include opportunities for 
third-year students and above to study and conduct 
research at top research institutes at The University of 
California, Davis, North Carolina State University, 
University of Hamburg, and Nagoya University.

Information about NTU’s summer programs is released 
in late December every year by the OIA. Moreover, the 
2020/2011 NTU Study Abroad Fair will be held in the 
square in front of the First Student Activity Center and 
along the Palm Avenue in front of the Multi-Purpose 
Classroom Building on November 9 so that interested 
students may learn more about the programs. For 
more information, please visit https://oia.ntu.edu.tw/.
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Group photo of students and staff members of the 2019 NTU Plus Academy Summer+ Programs. A welcome tea party for students of the language and cultural program at Hertford College, the University of Oxford.


